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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2026 

9:00 A.M. 
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST & COMMUNION 

 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                             Rev. Ryan D. Travis, Pastor 
 

PRELUDE                                "This Is My Father's World" 
                 Franklin L. Shepherd arr. Anna Laura Page Copyright © 1981 Broadman Press ARR ICS 
                    Streamed with permission under CCLI Streaming Plus #20758876 All rights reserved 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Liturgist: Brothers and sisters, we come today with many different needs. 
Some of us arrive weary. Some come carrying grief. Some are filled with 
joy. All of us come hungry for the grace of God.The good news is that Jesus 
does not send the hungry away. He welcomes us, has compassion on us, 
and provides more than we could ever imagine. Let us come with open 
hearts to receive the gifts he has prepared for us. Let us worship God. 

 
SUNG RESPONSE                               “Seek Ye First”                                    #349 

Words and Music Karen Lafferty (1948 - ); para. Matthew 6:33, 7:7 Words and Music © 1972 Maranatha! Music 
(Admin. The Copyright Company) Streamed with permission under CCLI Streaming plus 20758876. All rights reserved 

 
INVOCATION                                                                                              Liturgist 
All:  Gracious and loving God, you are the giver of every good and perfect 
gift. You fed your people in the wilderness, you satisfied the crowds 
through your Son, and you continue to nourish your Church with your 
Word and your grace. Open our hearts to your presence today. Increase 
our faith, strengthen our hope, and fill us with your love, that we may 
leave this place ready to share your abundance with a hungry world. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN            “Break Now the Bread of Life”                      #665 

     Public Domain 
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*CONFESSION                                                        
Liturgist: Let us call to mind those ways we have sinned and fallen short of 
the glory of God. (Silence is kept to reflect on our sins.) 
All: Merciful God, we confess that we often live with hearts shaped by 
scarcity instead of trust. We worry that there is not enough, so we cling 
tightly to what we have. We fail to notice those who are hungry, lonely, or 
in need. We have doubted your provision, neglected your commands, and 
loved our own comfort more than our neighbors. Forgive us for our sins. 
Create in us generous hearts that trust your goodness. Teach us to place 
our lives into your hands, believing that what you bless can accomplish far 
more than we could ever imagine. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE                                                                           
Pastor: Hear the good news! Our God is rich in mercy. The Savior who 
welcomed the crowds, healed the sick, and fed the hungry has also given 
himself for us upon the cross. In him there is forgiveness, new life, and 
abundant grace. Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: in Jesus 
Christ, our sins are forgiven.  
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                #734 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY                       "Blessed Assurance" 
              Fanny J. Crosby arr. Christiane Emery & Shelley Hamilton Copyright © 1988 Majesty Music ARR 

            Streamed with permission from the publisher 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                        Mindy Bunselmeyer 
New International Version (NIV) Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®  

Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

 “Teach me your way, LORD...” 
Psalm 86:11 

 
 

GOSPEL READING                     Matthew 14:13-21                               Liturgist                        

New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 
Liturgist:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, in the 
14th chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a 
deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed 
him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great 
crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it 
was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, 
and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into 
the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need 
not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have 
nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here 
to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the 
five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke 
the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to 
the crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was left 
over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were 
about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON                                        “The Loaves”                                   Pastor Ryan 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-International-Version-NIV-Bible/
http://www.biblica.com/
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 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for persistence… 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven.  
Hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on Earth as it is in Heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
Pastor: Please rise and join me in confessing what Christians have 
believed throughout history in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy universal Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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OFFERTORY                              "Love Divine" 
John Zundel arr. Lani Smith  Copyright © 2013 Lorenz Publishing Co. a division of The Lorenz Corporation ARR 

Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #M-400804 All rights reserved 
 
 

 

 *DOXOLOGY                                                                                         Old Hundredth 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                                                  Liturgist  
Generous God, you have blessed us far beyond what we deserve. Receive 
these gifts as an offering of thanksgiving. Multiply them for the work of 
your kingdom, that through your Church the hungry may be fed, the lonely 
welcomed, the gospel proclaimed, and Christ made known. In his holy 
name we pray.  
All: Amen. 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Minister: The seed of God’s Word has taken root in our hearts.  Here at this 
table, the plant spreads and grows. Here, the God who gives life to all 
meets us with mercy and gives us life again. 
 
Minister: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Minister: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 
Minister: It is our joy and our peace, at all times and in all places, 
to give thanks to you, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
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our Lord. You are the maker of heaven and earth, the giver of life and 
breath and everything we have. You are not far from us, and here you have 
drawn near. In your Son, you have made yourself known. In his death, you 
have borne our sin. In his rising, you have given us life. And in this meal, 
you gather us to yourself—not because of what we bring, but because of 
what you give. Therefore, with the whole company of saints—in heaven 
and on earth—we worship and glorify you, God most holy, and join in their 
unending hymn of praise: 
 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord – God of power and might: Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Minister: We give thanks to God the Father that our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
gave us this memorial of his sacrifice, until his coming again. For the Lord 
Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it [here the 
minister shall break the bread] and said, "This is my body which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way after supper, he took 
the cup [here the minister shall lift up the cup] saying, "This cup is a new 
covenant of my blood, shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." Let us now 
declare the mystery of our faith: 
People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Minister: Let us pray: Lord God, send your Holy Spirit upon us, 
that the bread which we break may be for us the communion of the body 
of Christ, and the cup which we bless the communion of his blood. Here, 
make yourself known to us again. Where we are empty, fill us. Where we 
are burdened, give us rest.  Where we have wandered, draw us back. Root 
us in Christ, that we may live in him and find our life in him, now and always. 
People: Amen! 
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Minister: Blessed church family, the Lord has prepared this table for all who 
love him and trust in him for their salvation. This table does not belong to 
First Congregational Church or the United Church of Christ. This table 
belongs to Jesus, who serves as our host. All who desire to walk in 
relationship with Christ are now invited to come with gladness to the table 
of the Lord. 
 
People: We praise you, Lord, for these gifts of bread and wine. We offer 
ourselves as your people in your service. 
 
Minister: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ. Take, and eat. For Christ indeed 
has been raised to life [here the minister lifts the elements], the firstborn 
from the dead. Alleluia! 
 
The bread will be distributed first. Please consume the bread immediately. The 
wine will be distributed second. (The outer rings contain wine; the inner ring 
contains grape juice.) Please hold on to your cup, and we will drink the fruit of 
the vine together when the pastor says, “The blood of Christ, the cup of salvation: 
Take and drink.” Children may commune at an age considered appropriate by 
their parents or guardians. We practice open communion, meaning that anyone 
who has examined his or her conscience and wishes to publicly identify with Jesus 
may partake, regardless of denominational affiliation. If you have questions, 
please speak with the Pastor after worship. 

 
 
 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC       "For the Bread Which Thou Hast Broken" 

V. Earl Copes arr. David Cherwien Tune Copyright © 1959 Abingdon Press UBP and this arr. 
Copyright © 1992 Summa Publications Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #M-400804 All rights reserved 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER                                                           Pastor Ryan 
Pastor: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us 
with spiritual food in the sacrament of his body and blood. Send us now 
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  
People: Amen. 
 
*CLOSING  HYMN                        “Bread of the World”                              #693 

                              Public Domain 

 
*BENEDICTION                                          
Pastor:   May the LORD bless you and keep you. May the LORD make his 
face shine upon you and be gracious. May the LORD look upon you with 
favor and grant you peace. Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 

 

O God of love, help me to be more loving. 
God of forgiveness, help me to forgive. 

God of all grace, help me to be more gracious. 
God of all gifts, help me more freely give. 

O God of truth, help me to work for justice. 
O God of mercy, help me to be kind. 

O God of peace and goodness, help me serve you,  
with all my heart and strength and mind. 

“Benediction” Composed by Laurie Matheson. Used by permission. 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE                            "Thine Be the Glory" 
George F. Handel arr. Sheldon Love Copyright © 2007 Majesty Music ARR 

Streamed with permission from the publisher 
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Prayer Chain 
August 2, 2026 

Please Remember in Your Prayers 
Joan Wolfram, Katie Elvidge, Larry Huckile, Martha Crookshank, 

Clint Whitrock, Robin Reynolds, Marian Simpson-Rorick, 
Helen Johnson, Steve Martin, Kelly Gonzalez, Dean Lorbach, 

Robert Bean, Norma Morrison, Tom Irwin, Margaret, 
Diana Kitchell, Jennifer K, Brad Johnson, Becky Corbin, 
Nancy Leoucis, Marilee Gordon, Letsa, Randy Habbe, 

Eric Wolfram, Don S, Mary Stewart, Murray Elliott, 
John & Lois Pennock, Preston Wikoff, Richard Laswell, 

Ellen Heavner, Tom Cooley, Matt, Olivia Wernecke Dees, 
Kerry Waltenbaugh, Glenn Wolfram, Jerrold Fallstrom, 

Laura Fankhauser, Pat Woodcock, Erika Kelley, Meg Phillips, 
Shelly Long, Michelle, Mathew Clary, Gary Heymen, 

Erica Moster, David Marshal, Jason Mumm, Julie Bond,  
Norma Lingenfelter, Rick Bein, Sheila S, Malinda Callaway, 
Ty Ditty, Lexi Boyer, Kim Leon, Ryan Habbe, Band Family, 

Anne, Aaron Heartt, Carl Erbsen, Michelle Unruh, 
Connie Hall, Jodie Trembe, Kay Penk-Burrus, Heather,  

Quinton Lefler, Mike Travis, Jeannie Miseles, August Scherer, 
Quincy’s friends, Noah Gallion, Barbara Wence, Sam Miller, 

Liz Lynch, Sue, Charlie Spurlock, John Kabat, Madeline Mitchell,   
Larry Elvidge, Cassie Harper, Rhett Ruecker, 

PJ Patterson, Lucas. 
 


